
The Band Director’s Bag of Tricks: How to Make Your Clarinet Section Sound Bigger and Better

Instrument Tryout Night: Clarinet Sample Script 

Setup: 
- Soak a strength 2.5 D’Addario reed (Rico Royal) in water for 1 minute (avoid over-soaking the reed). 

- This strength is enough for beginners to create a good sound while still providing some resistance. 
- Assemble mouthpiece, barrel, and reed only to begin. Have the rest of the clarinet assembled and ready to 

connect. 
- Ensure there is a mouthpiece patch on the mouthpiece. Have disinfectant for reeds and mouthpiece. 
- After practicing the process outlined below a few times, directors should be able to help students make a sound 

in 5-8 minutes. 
- I tell my students that trying out instruments is like Harry Potter; you don’t choose the instrument, it chooses you. 

Everyone’s face and hands are different, and certain instruments will naturally be a better fit than others. 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Dialogue 

“Sit up tall on the edge of your seat. Do you know which teeth are 
your canine teeth?” 

“I want you to pretend that your canine teeth are glued to your 
upper lip.” 

“Feel how your chin is flat and pointed toward the ground?”  

If this approach doesn’t work, ask them to pretend like they’re 
going to whistle. This should also create the same lip and chin 
position. 

“Now keep your mouth in that position and say, 
‘Wee…’”  (Student repeats “Wee”)  … “Too.”  (Student repeats 
“Too.”) 

“Now say, ‘Wee' …. (Student says) …. “Too.”  (Student says.) 

“Now I want you to blow slowly toward my nose while your mouth 
is in the ‘wee-too' position.” (Demo until student can mimic). 

Notes 

Demonstrate by pointing to your 
own canines. Have the student 
touch his/her own. 

Demonstrate and explain how this 
should produce a flat chin.  

Have the student feel their chin 
with a finger.  (Ensure you can still 
see the “pink” of their lips. Many 
students will want to curl their lips 
in too far.) I jokingly call this 
“grandpa style” to help them 
understand and avoid it. 

The lips/embouchure should not 
relax during this process. If so, 
have the student find his/her 
pointy chin again. 

Ensure they are blowing straight 
forward and not down. 

The ideal vowel shape for the 
clarinetist's embouchure is the 
combination of “eee" on the inside 
and “ooo” on the outside.

Help Student Form Embouchure

Tongue Position and Air
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(Show student assembled reed/mouthpiece/barrel) 
“Now you’re going to put your teeth on top, and curl your 
bottom lip slightly over your bottom teeth.” 

“Open up”…Put mouthpiece behind top teeth, ensure they curl 
bottom lip slightly over bottom teeth.  Hold the barrel for the 
student, placing slight pressure against their top teeth… “Show 
me your ‘wee-too’ face.” 

“Now blow slowly toward me and slowly get faster.” (Demo) 

“No poofy cheeks!” (Air must travel straight through the mouth). 

You should be able to hear the air travel through the 
mouthpiece/barrel. 

Have the student gradually blow faster air until they get a sound. 

Celebrate the sound when a student gets it!  Have each student 
try to hold a full sound out for as long as possible. 

If the student can sustain a good sound on the mouthpiece/
barrel, have him/her try with the whole instrument.  Hold the 
instrument up for the student. 

“Now I’m going to have you do the same thing you just did, just 
on the full instrument this time. Open up…Teeth on top…wee-
too…and blow slowly toward my nose and get faster.” 

I still recommend students as ok/good candidates for playing 
clarinet if: 
- They make a controlled sound on the mouthpiece/barrel, but 

cannot on the full instrument. 
- Their sound is flat (this is a tongue position issue and can be 

remedied). 
There will be students who simply cannot make a good sound. 
Remind them that this is okay! Another instrument will be a good 
fit even if the clarinet is not for them.

If the teeth do not rest on the 
mouthpiece, he/she may squeak. 

Make sure they open up far 
enough to place mouthpiece 
correctly. Top teeth should sit 1/4” 
in from tip of mouthpiece. Watch 
out for “grandpa style” here - you 
should be able to see some of the 
flesh of their bottom lip.  

Ensure they keep their chins 
parallel to the ground (not tilt their 
heads down).  

If a student’s cheeks puff out, he/
she should blow more slowly and 
gently, imagining they are trying to 
blow out a candle from 4 feet away. 

The air should be slow and 
controlled. A wide burst of air will 
create a squeak. 

Because their first sound is a loud 
“squawk," it is easy for them to feel 
embarrassed or self-conscious. 

Hold the angle of the clarinet so 
the bell is approximately between 
their knees. 

Students should produce an open 
G (concert F).  If they produce a 
higher sound, ask them to try for a 
low sound and slow down their air.  
Check for biting/squeezing on the 
mouthpiece, and for the chin to 
remain parallel to the ground.

Make a Sound on Full Instrument

Evaluation/Recommendation

Make a Sound on Mouthpiece and Barrel


